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Dear families and friends, 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who supported our School Fair. We raised just over £500 which 

goes towards helping to finance school trips and outdoor equipment. School council raised £65 

towards their school pet. 

 

School council organised Christmas Jumper day which raised £175 towards our school charities. 

We were very disappointed to hear that one of our chosen charities, the RSPCA, had been found 

guilty and fined for ‘wealth screening’ data breaches. School Council took the story back to their 

classes to decide what to do next. Children voted and it was decided we would no longer support 

the RSPCA for the year but that Nelson’s Journey and Sistema would be supported instead. 

 

We have had lots of luck in fundraising this term. With £12,000 towards our nature area from 

TESCO bags of help and £3000 towards our opera project next term. Thank you and well done to 

Peter Hubery for writing the bids! 

 

The Turner Road Centre roof is progressing well. It should be completed very early in the new 

year. We are currently putting together another CIF bid to apply for funding to replace our ra-

ther tired windows. We will keep you posted on this. 

 

The Science fair is nearly upon us and we can’t wait! The children and staff have been working so 

hard and the hard work is really paying off. Some of the work looks exceptional! We are really 

looking forward to seeing you all on Wednesday. Don’t forget your raffle tickets (available from 

the office) for your chance to win a brand new iPad. The raffle will be called at 4.30pm on 

Wednesday at the Science fair.  

 

On behalf of all of us here at Wensum, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. Thank you for your wonderful, continued support. See you all in 2017! 
 

Thank you, 

Victoria McConnell. 

 

    

Diary Dates: 
 
Science fair: 14th December. 

Christmas assembly—all parents welcome— Friday 16th 

December @ 2.00pm 

 

Last day of term: Friday 16th December 

First day of Spring term: Thursday 5th January 



Feedback on our School: 

 

OFSTED parent view: 

Thank you to all the parent who completed the OFSTED parent view questionnaire.  

100% of you said your child is happy at school and 100% said pupils are well behaved here. 96% 

of you report your child feels safe at school and 92% would recommend this school to some-

one else. 96% of you say we respond well to any concerns you have. For full results, please visit 

the website or the display in reception.  

It is not too late to share your views, follow the links from our website and register. 

 

The Department for Education review: 

Harmer Parr visited us last month. In his hugely positive letter, Tim Coulson, Regional School 

Commissioner, states:  

“Wensum Junior became an academy in February 2015, having been judged to require special 
measures a year previously and then making inadequate progress in its recovery. Victoria 
joined as Headteacher in June. She found a school still reeling from the judgement and from 
the turbulence caused by several changes of leadership. To say that she set about the prob-
lems with energy and gusto does not do full justice to the story. 
 
The curriculum is exciting and ambitious. The model is based on clearly articulated values that 
are displayed throughout the school. Subjects are tackled by means of key questions leading 
to an outcome, somewhat in the style of a mini project. The approach leads to numerous oppor-
tunities to write or to speak for different audiences and purposes. The current science topic, 
fed by the visit to the Science Musum, was being pursued enthusiastically by the pupils in the 
lessons Harmer was able to visit. The emerging work was of very good quality. All pupils get 
regular practice in music via the Sistema programme, led by visiting professionals. The school 
and the Trust are working hard to ensure that excitement and fun are accompanied by rigour 
and systematic progression. 
 
Although they were still bubbling with the events from the previous day (London trip), there 
was no mistaking the pupils’ enthusiasm for the school and the curriculum they were following. 
This is a very inclusive school, where everyone is directly involved and consulted. The pupils, 
for example, had played a part in the interviewing of new staff and had many opportunities to 
put their ideas forward. They felt an unusual degree of ownership of the changes that had 
been made. They told Harmer that the school had improved immeasurably, and when he asked 
why, and who was responsible for the improvements, they replied: ‘we are’. This response is an 
example of the energy and enthusiasm communicated to everyone in the school, staff and pu-
pils. 
 
Weaknesses identified in the Ofsted report included the progress of pupils in receipt of the 
pupil premium and those with special educational needs. An experienced inclusion manager has 
already made strong progress in these areas, and in catering for the increasing number of pu-
pils whose first language is not English.” 

 

This is a small snapshot from the letter we received from the DfE last week. 

We are all thrilled with the feedback we have received. A huge Thank you to the 

very hard working and dedicated staff team here at Wensum Junior. 

 


