


“The school has a 

friendly, welcoming 

and warm atmosphere 

and the teachers are 

approachable.”

Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.



Interviewing suspects about the stolen candlestick.  Year 6 visit Gressenhall on 18th September.
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Interviewing suspects about the stolen candlestick.  Year 6 visit Gressenhall on 18th September.



I’m not sure that Oliver is enjoying his 
workhouse experience!  Gruel tasting, 
21th September.
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I’m not sure Ellie is either!  
Gruel tasting, 21th September.



“All staff provide a 

caring and nurturing 

school community.”

Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.



“I really like the 

assemblies and Star of 

the Week.”

Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.



Guerrilla Gardening

Where are you planting?



Assembly Monday 21st September
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Wars across the world are driving millions of men, women and children from their homes as 
they seek safety.
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Assembly Monday 21st September

Look at how much of the 
world is in conflict!



Assembly Monday 21st September

The International Day of Peace is 
all about promoting peace across 
the planet



Dignity 

for all
Treating others with 

kindness, honesty and 
respect.

Treating others as though 
they are important and 

worthy.
Assembly Monday 21st September
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“You provide a 

happy, safe place 

for our children.”

Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“You are a committed 

staff who really care 

about the children.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“The children feel 

secure and valued.”



Eid 

At this time of year, millions of Muslims all around the world 
celebrate Eid-al-Adha which commemorates Ibrahim’s willingness  

to sacrifice his son to God.  

Assembly Monday 28th September
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The festival starts with 
prayers at the mosque….

Assembly Monday 28th September



…involves meals with 
family and friends where 
everyone dresses up in 
their best clothes…

Assembly Monday 28th September



…and people send cards to 
each other, just like 
Christians do at Christmas 
and Easter…

Assembly Monday 28th September



Eid-al-Adha is the Islamic ‘festival of sacrifice’ and it commemorates the occasion when 
Allah (God) asked Ibrahim to sacrifice his son Ishmael as an act of obedience to him.
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The same story appears in the Bible… …and in the Torah….
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Why do you think three of the world’s 
major religions share the same story?  
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Faith and trust

Faith
1.Trust or confidence

2.Strong belief, eg in God
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Judaism Christianity Islam

More similar than they are different?
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Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“The staff team care a 

great deal for each 

other, the children and 

their families.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“What do you do 

well?  Attendance, 

motivation, greeting 

at the gate, teachers 

are fantastic.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“What does the school 

do well?  Everything, 

to be honest. Our child 

is doing extremely well 

since joining Wensum.”
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Wednesday 30th September.  Year 6 visit the Go Go 
Dragons exhibition at the Forum as part of their 
project on Heroes. Beautiful day, beautiful 
behaviour, great dragons!
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Wednesday 30th September.  Year 6 visit the Go Go 
Dragons exhibition at the Forum as part of their 
project on Heroes. Beautiful day, beautiful 
behaviour, great dragons!
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Wednesday 30th September.  Year 5 visit the 
Theatre Royal for a performance of Hetty Feather.  
After the show the children get to meet the cast…



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“I love the fact we are 

greeted at the gate 

every morning with a 

smile…maintaining a 

happy vibe at the 

school.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“What does the school 

do well?  Reaching out to 

the local community. 

Taking good measures to 

improve the experience 

for the learners and their 

parents.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“I feel well informed 

about my son’s 

wellbeing, behaviour 

and academic 

progress…My son is 

clear on expectations.”





Guerrilla Gardening

Where are you planting?



New from September 2015
Our first ever school orchestra!
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Friday 2nd October:  the first time 
the children played as an orchestra.  
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Friday 2nd October:  the first time 
the children played as an orchestra.  



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“What does the school 

do well?  Recognising 

children as individuals, 

inspiring them to be 

excited about their 

work, inviting parents to 

assemblies, coffee 

meetings and trips.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“My child hasn’t started 

with you yet, but you 

couldn’t have been more 

welcoming when we 

looked around.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“My child enjoys school.”



Guerrilla Gardening

Where are you planting?



Assembly on Monday 5th October



Black History Month, also 
known as African-American 
History Month in America, is 
an annual observance in the 
United States, Canada, and 

the United Kingdom for 
remembrance of important 

people and events in the 
history of the African 

diaspora. It is celebrated 
annually in the United 

States[1] and Canada[2] in 
February, and the United 

Kingdom[3] in October.

I wanted to check my understanding of 
what it was so I went onto Wikipedia….

Assembly on Monday 5th October

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_diaspora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month


What is the African diaspora?
From the Greek word for 

scattering or dispersion, the 
word diaspora means the 

mass migration of a people 
away from their homeland.

The African diaspora 
historically refers to the 

descendants of the West and 
Central Africans who were 

shipped to the Americas and 
Europe as part of the slave 

trade.

Assembly on Monday 5th October
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Although the Atlantic slave trade was 
abolished in the 19th Century, its legacy of 
division and prejudice lived on well into 20th

Century.

You will remember from previous assemblies 
that Martin Luther King fought and died for 
equal rights for black people.



Assembly on Monday 5th October

…and you will remember the incredible 
story of Rosa Parks and the bus ride that 
changed the world!



So in October we 
celebrate the 
inspirational 

people and world 
changing events in 
the history of the 
African Diaspora.

Assembly on Monday 5th October
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Sislin Fay Allen



In 1968 Sislin Fay Allen was working 
as a nurse in Croydon, London, 
when she saw an advert for men 
and women to join the police force.  
She applied.

At the time there were no black 
police women.  Her husband was 
shocked at her decision and friends 
said she stood no chance. 

On the selection day the hall was 
filled with young men and only 10 
women.  Sislin Allen was the only 
black person.  After passing exams 
and a medical she joined the police, 
becoming the Metropolitan Police 
Force’s first ever black woman 
police officer.
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A friend said to her, “Oh, they won’t 
accept you, they don’t accept black 
people in the force.”  

“Well, my dear,” replied Sislin Allen, 
“I’ve got news for you!” and she 
showed the friend the letter.

Assembly on Monday 5th October

She left the force in 1972 and went 
to live in Jamaica with her husband 
and family. She joined the Jamaican 
police force.

She later returned to the United 
Kingdom and settled in South 
London with her family.



Assembly on Monday 5th October



This week’s theme is: We are mindful.

This means keeping in mind the need to think, 
speak and act with care for each other.  

Assembly on Monday 5th October



Guerrilla Gardening

Where are you planting?



Assembly on Monday 5th October

So let’s be mindful as we work 
together to create a safe, fair and just 
school community for everyone!



Yr6 working in the school hall on maths arrays. Monday 5th October.
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Yr6 recording their work on maths arrays. School hall, Monday 5th October.



Guerrilla Gardening

Where are you planting?





Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“I think you are very 

caring.  Children are 

encouraged to be 

independent. You are 

very approachable to 

parents.”



Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.

“You deal well with bad 

behaviour.”



“The dedicated staff 

always seem to make 

the children feel 

wanted, accepted and 

listened to.”

Feedback from parents and carers during our consultation in June 2015.



Instrumental teaching with Sistema. Wednesday mornings.
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Guerrilla Gardening

Where are you planting?



Mr Whalen’s I Love Read group prepare for some public speaking.
Playground, Friday 9th October.



Oliver and Sylvie reading aloud and with expression.  
Playground, Friday 9th October.



Multi-instrumentalist Mohamed Issa Haji Matona from Zanzibar 
visits our after-school orchestra rehearsal with Sistema.  



Multi-instrumentalist Mohamed Issa Haji Matona plays violin for 
the children then answers their question about his life in music.  
Amazing fact:  He plays 25 instruments!



Meet the Sistema tutors

Ross, violin Kit, percussion Kerry, wind Minty, cello



Assembly, Monday 12th October



17th October is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  This day has 
been observed every year since 1993 when the United Nations passed a resolution 

that designated this day to promote awareness of the need to eradicate poverty.

Assembly, Monday 12th October
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What does the word poverty mean to you?
Tom Cruise, 53, actor.
Tom Cruise grew up in near 
poverty and went on to 
become Hollywood’s 
highest-paid actor in 2012.  
22 of his movies have made 
over $200 million 
worldwide!

Assembly, Monday 12th October



J.K Rowling, 50, author
Hers is a real rags to riches story, 
going from living on state benefits 
to becoming  a world famous 
author and campaigner. In 2008 
she had an estimated fortune of 
£560 million, and in 2010 she was 
named the “Most Influential 
Woman in Britain.” Assembly, Monday 12th October



But while all these 
celebrities were born into 
extreme poverty they were 
lucky enough to live in the 
world richest countries…

…and the list goes on, and 
it’s a longer list than you 
might think.

Assembly, Monday 12th October



…so what happens if you are born into extreme 
poverty in the world’s poorest countries?

Assembly, Monday 12th October



“You will probably 
live the rest of your 

life in poverty.”

This is what Hollie-Jade Bourne from Salak class said in assembly when the 
school was asked, “but what happens if you are born into poverty in the 
world’s poorest countries?”
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Oxfam was founded in the university city of Oxford in 1942 as the Oxford Committee for 
Famine Relief  by a group of Quakers, social activists and Oxford academics.
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The Oxfam mission was to provide food relief to the 
starving citizens of occupied Greece during WW2.  

Assembly, Monday 12th October



73 years on the mission remains the same:  

Working with thousands of local partner 
organisations, we  work with people living 
in poverty striving to exercise their human 
rights, assert their dignity as full citizens 
and take control of their lives.

Assembly, Monday 12th October



IN JUST 15 YEARS 
EXTREME POVERTY 
HAS BEEN HALVED.
IN 15 MORE WE CAN 
END IT FOR GOOD.

Assembly, Monday 12th October
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From September 2015, our children’s PE and 
games curriculum is being delivered by coaches 

from Community Sports Foundation.  



Autumn 1, football
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Where are you planting?



On Monday 12th October 
Year 3 went 2000BC….



Meet the cavemen!  
Year 3 go Beyond 2000BC with an amazing Prehistoric experience.



Welcome to the cave!  
Year 3 go Beyond 2000BC with an amazing Prehistoric workshop.



Year 3 go Beyond 2000BC with an amazing Prehistoric workshop.



Year 3 go Beyond 2000BC with an amazing Prehistoric workshop with Will Lord.



Year 3 go Beyond 2000BC with an amazing Prehistoric workshop with Will Lord.
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“I learnt how to make  tools 
and I loved it.  We got to 
paint our faces  using cave 
man paint.  I also loved the 
stories they told because 
they were funny.”  Dylan, Yr3

Our learning in our own words



Year 3 go Beyond 2000BC with an amazing Prehistoric workshop with Will Lord.
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“I loved it when we painted the 
tools and we brought them 
home.  I liked it when they 
showed us how to bang the 
stones together to make fire.  I 
didn’t like it when one of them 
took the hearts out of the fish!! ”  
Isabella, Yr3

Our learning in our own words
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“The things I liked about the 
Stone Age day was that we got 
to try mammoth and fish. I 
liked the mammoth but not the 
fish.  I really enjoyed making 
the tools which you spin and 
they make a noise that is used 
to scare away animals. ”  Aidan, Yr3
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“I loved the tent that they 
thought was a cave. The part I 
thought was awesome was when 
we ate the fish!  When Wood 
ripped the tent with his knife it 
was amazing how sharp the 
flint was.”  Brooke, Yr3

Our learning in our own words
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“I loved the bit when Stone 
and Wood put the fire up.  
They cooked the fresh fish 
ready to eat. I liked it when I 
sat on the soft fur rugs. My 
favourite bit was when we 
made a Stone Age phone.”  
Cinni He, Yr3

Our learning in our own words
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“What I liked about the 
Stone Age day was 
building the tools because it 
was fun.  I did not like it 
when Wood pulled the fish 
guts out.  I loved hearing all 
the stories.”  Ashton, Yr3

Our learning in our own words
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Monday 12th October: Year 6 
hunt for bugs to help them with 
their understanding of 
classification as part of their 
Heroes project.  
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Monday 12th October:  As part 
of the Year 5 unit on The 
Victorians, the children are 
visited by their local PCSO who 
talks to them about crime 
prevention in 2015.  Bobby is 
tasered!  



Monday 12th October:  As part 
of the Year 5 unit on The 
Victorians, the children are 
visited by their local PCSO who 
talks to them about crime 
prevention in 2015.  



“Adam is always kind 

to me by making me 

laugh whenever I’m 

upset. He is a really 

mindful friend.”

Year 6 reflect on the theme of the week.  12th October.



“I know I can always 

trust the teachers 

because they always 

help me (and my 

friends).”

Year 6 reflect on the themes of the half term. 12th October.



“My friend Emma is 

kind and thoughtful 

because she is always 

there when I’m upset. I 

got upset today and 

Emma was just behind 

me! I could trust her 

forever.”

Year 6 reflect on the themes of the half term. 12th October.



“Because I am new  

here everyone was 

nice to me and I made 

loads of new friends.”

Year 6 reflect on the themes of the half term. 12th October.



We started the game with high hopes, which was important for our confidence. In the first 
half Jye, Lennon, Bobby, and Molly led the attack skilfully. 
James, Joseph, George and Cameron led the defence superbly well. Throughout the half 
Piotr used his super powers to make some amazing saves.

Half Time Score – 0 – 0

At half time Cameron, Joseph and Molly were substituted and Harry, Tiago and Thomas 
came on.
In the second half St William’s played a fantastic ball forward, got a cross and the ball fell to 
their player and unfortunately for us he volleyed it in. 
However this didn’t bother us and Bobby ran forward and got fouled in the penalty area. He 
had won a penalty. Lennon went to take it… Their keeper got a good hand on it…

St Williams Way Vs Wensum Junior School
Wednesday 14th October 2015

Match report by George Philo, Yr6



…but Lennon’s power made sure it ended up in the net. After we scored the defence made 
some good tackles and blocks. Piotr made some outstanding saves. The attack and midfield 
came back to help defend and also attack.
Final Score – 1 - 1
After last season when we lost 8-0 to St William’s we have made an outstanding 
improvement and will definitely improve under Mr Whalen and Mr Wigg.
George –Y6
Notes from the Managers –
An outstanding first game of the season with many players making their Wensum Junior 
School debuts and looking totally assured. A great start to our league season with our first 
points for over 2 years on the board! Well played everyone! 
RW 
Player of the Match – Piotr (Y6) – Jaw dropping reflexes and plenty of saves ensured that 
the goalkeeper helped Wensum bring a point back from their away trip to St William’s. 

St Williams Way Vs Wensum Junior School
Wednesday 14th October 2015

Match report by George Philo, Yr6
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It was a pleasure to be within a school with 

real character, it felt really comfortable and 

cheerful which must be down to not only the 

building itself but the staff also. The children 

must find it a delightful place to spend their 

days!

Kind regards

Terry & Kathy Winter

Closing comments from a couple who visited the school on Thursday 15th October. They 
came in to donate to the school documents about a brother and sister who were pupils  
here in in the early years of the 20th Century!  They are on display in the glass cabinet in 
the foyer.



“We celebrate each other’s 

achievements and hold them in 

our heart.”

Ron Berger, An Ethic of Excellence.

Congratulations to Mr 
Whalen on completing the 
Oxford Half Marathon in 2 

hours and 17 minutes!  
Good work.



Children from Drake class perform their dramatisation of the Genesis creation 
story. They had 20 minutes to turn their notes into a performance!  
RE Day#1: Creation Stories, Friday 16th October.



Assembly, Monday 19th October



October 20th is World Statistics Day.  This year’s theme  - Better data, better lives –
emphasises the important role that high quality data analysis plays in achieving the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

Assembly, Monday 19th October
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Assembly, Monday 12th October

You will remember from last 
week’s assembly that the first 
goal is to end poverty in all its 
forms everywhere.

Assembly, Monday 19th October



Data:  information, facts, 
statistics, figures, details and 
materials.

Assembly, Monday 19th October



So better understanding and use of 
data (information , facts and figures) 
will enable us to find solutions to the 

Sustainable Development Goals.

Assembly, Monday 19th October



So what does all this mean to 
you and me; to all of us here 
at Wensum Junior School?

Assembly, Monday 19th October



Assembly, Monday 19th October

The first thing we need to do is develop a real love for the 
natural world.  If we love and understand something we are 

much more likely to want to look after it…



Assembly, Monday 19th October

The second thing we 
need is better data.



1.Litter and rubbish
2.Waste
3.Energy
4.Water
5.School Grounds
6.Bio Diversity
7.Transport
8.Healthy Living
9.A Global Perspective

Assembly, Monday 19th October
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Where are you planting?



We challenge 
ourselves to 

achieve our very 
best…

We support each 
other to do well…

We talk about our 
learning and ask 

questions…

Our Yr6 children reflect on their first half 
term’s learning.



I really liked doing all 
the superhero stuff 
especially when we 
designed our own 

planet.

I liked thinking about 
what a being a hero 

means.

I really liked 
talking about who 
my personal hero 

is and why.

I liked designing 
our unlikely 

heroes!

Our Yr6 children reflect on their first half 
term’s learning.



Going to see the 
dragons was fun and 
helped us with our 

designing.

My story was inspired 
by going to see the 

Dragons – it gave me 
loads of ideas for a 

story character!

Watching the 
Heroes Journey 

helped me to think 
about different 
sorts of heroes.

Our Yr6 children reflect on their first half 
term’s learning.



I am looking forward to 
our film morning. 

I loved making 
popcorn holders – we 
were using our maths 

skills but it was so 
much fun!

Our film animation is 
going well!

Our Yr6 children reflect on their first half 
term’s learning.



The crucial crew trip 
was fun – we learnt a 
lot about staying safe.

I like our times tables 
challenge in maths…I 
try to beat my time 

each week!

We have been 
reading ‘How to Train 

your Dragon’ – a 
story of a hero.

Our Yr6 children reflect on their first half 
term’s learning.



Tuesday 20th October.  Yr6 
work on animations for their 
Heroes project.


