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Everyday we come together to make discoveries, take on challenges and find answers to the big 
questions about ourselves, each other and the world around us…a community dedicated to the 

growth of independent, imaginative and inquisitive people. 

Our Vision 

 

 



The essentials  
To ensure a balanced experience for our children by closing known gaps in our coverage of the National Curriculum (computing, 
languages, PSHE, music, DT, cooking) while actively promoting science, humanities and the arts.  To respond to the recent audit of 
REAL at WJS and take the next steps across the 6 key features to maximise our children's engagement, participation and enjoyment 
in their own and each other's learning. 
 
 
Guiding principles 
To simplify the timetable by creating bigger blocks of time for REAL projects that are underpinned by authentic thinking and doing. 
With reading and writing fully integrated and bigger blocks of time allocated, teachers will embrace the freedom to devise daily 
schedules that are more responsive to the needs of the children.  For children it will mean more personalisation and collaboration, 
deeper learning, greater engagement and enjoyment.  That our core values for learning and life run through all we do. 
 
 
The vision  
An exciting, purposeful and values-based curriculum built around REAL projects that engages every one of our children in work that 
really matters and delivers outcomes that are of importance to them and of service to the world beyond the classroom.  Supported by 
authentic, real-world assessment the curriculum will sit within a ‘place-based’ framework that gradually broadens our children’s 
understanding of and engagement with the world around them, enabling them to achieve a genuine sense of place and purpose. 
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The Model  
 

Year Place-based 
education AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

3 Our school  
 
 

Working as Scientists 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Working as Artists 
 

 
 
 

Working as Historians 
 

4 Our neighbourhood 

5 Our city 

6 Our county & coast 

 
Features of our REAL curriculum   
 

● REAL stands for Rigorous, Engaging, Authentic Learning. 
 

● There are three REAL projects a year, each lasting 10 weeks. Maths will be taught daily and discreetly. PSHE will be delivered in a 
collapsed timetable week each term. 

 
● Each REAL project will have a lead domain (science, humanities, arts & culture) providing a clear focus for immersion in authentic ways of 

working e.g. working as scientists. This model guarantees opportunities for each child to ‘think and do’ in genuinely different ways across 
the year. 

 
● Each REAL project will be driven by an essential question developed from pupils’ own responses to a powerful and irresistible pre-learning 

Romance Event.  The project itself will then be divided into a taught *(precision) phase, where children will cover the significant content, 
and a project realisation (generalisation) phase, where they will be able to pursue an original project based on an essential question they 
themselves have negotiated with the class teacher.  Outcomes will authentically reflect the lead domain and will be presented in public to 
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parents, community and experts.  Significant subject content beyond the lead domain will be required to enable the EQ to be answered and 
to create a more authentic, integrated learning experience.  

 
● Authentic assessment will blend 21st century domain ‘person specs’ with 21st century learner competencies (our values for learning and 

life). Wherever possible these assessment rubrics will be developed with experts. Reading, writing and maths will continue to be assessed 
through Herts for Learning. 

 
● In order to help our children acquire a sense of understanding of and engagement with the local area we seek opportunities to contextualise 

our work within a local focus.  When this is learning about World War 1 so that our children can better understand the contribution and 
sacrifice made by young men from the Heigham area (Working as Historians, Summer 2017) or planning and delivering arts projects with 
local arts organisations (Working as Artists, Spring 2017).  

 
● Core subjects (reading, writing and, where appropriate, maths) will be fully integrated into the REAL projects with high quality reading 

central to the learning.  Subject Leaders will work with year teams to ensure rigour, coverage and progression using H4L. 
 

● Each REAL project will have a class reader (fiction) and a range of non-fiction.  The weekly time budget includes 2.5 hours of ‘guided 
reading’ a week.  The class teacher is responsible for ensuring that this happens. The expectation is that this will be an opportunity for 
working with small groups to dig deeper into the core texts. 

 
● Children will have one exercise / topic book for each project which will record their learning journey to answering the essential question. 

Children will be trained to become archivers of their own learning bringing in photographic documentation, written reflection and 
commentary alongside more traditional content, all presented to a high standard.  We will all have a powerful bond with our books.  

 
● Three 10 week blocks leaves us approximately 3 weeks to allow for the delivery of our PSHE curriculum.  Three extended blocks of time 

are dedicated to exploring our school values within the context of the big issues of the day.  RE is delivered through the second one of 
these.  Timetabled just before Christmas this gives children the opportunity to explore how the different religions celebrate key events in 
their calendar, celebrating diversity which acknowledging commonalities.  The school community celebrates Christmas and Easter with a 
service at St Barnabas Church in Heigham. 
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What about maths? 
 

● Maths is delivered as a discrete subject each morning.  Planning for REAL projects will seek to integrate opportunities for REAL maths 
through statistics, measurement, shape, space and geometry.  A 30 minute lead-in session will set the learning and provide time for 
children to complete planned activities independently.  Teachers are then provided with time to assess the children’s work from this time 
and organise groups in order to best meet need.  Those children who need follow-up teaching with the class teacher or TA will receive it. 
Those who have demonstrated a secure level of understanding in the task will be provided with follow-up work that they can complete 
independently.  
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