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Welcome to
Wensum

Our Vision

Our vision aims to capture the
aspirations of our school
community. It links to our
values and we aim to plan our
curriculum to be aligned with
these.

Our Values

Honesty.
Kindness.
Respect.

The three values at Wensum
are honesty, kindness and
respect.
These values underpin our
expectations for behaviour
throughout the school.

Curriculum
Overview

It is often said that our job is to prepare children for the next stage
of their education. While this is true, we believe that our
responsibilities need to be much broader in scope, and that above
all else, we need to enable our youngsters to acquire the character,
values and dispositions needed to thrive and survive in the 21st
century.

This of course includes pursuing academic rigour and excellence through our maths
and REAL curriculum, but it also means:
 ensuring that our work has a distinctive local focus to enable children to develop a
sense of place and community

 developing a love for and understanding of the world around us through our
homesteading curriculum and outdoor learning

Curriculum

 helping children to develop healthy, curious minds, and to be happy, confident and
creative individuals through our whole school and bespoke Thrive programme
 active participation in the visual and performing arts and music
 getting involved in annual civic events and celebrations such as Lord Mayor’s
Celebration weekend, Remembrance day and Commonwealth Day

Content

 weekly physical education and circus skills
 ensuring that we provide a strong voice for our young people across the school
where their participation is expected and their contribution valued
 exploring the ‘big ideas’ including faiths from around the world, through our
philosophy curriculum
 developing the skills of powerful oracy
 learning how to stay safe through our SRE programme, First Aid workshops, road
safety courses, and internet safety through our values curriculum

At Wensum Junior School we are on a journey to transform learning
into something genuinely engaging, authentic and purposeful for
our children, staff and families.
REAL stands for Rigorous, Engaging, Authentic Learning and it
represents a very different vision of what teaching and learning
could look like in school.
REAL projects are built around three domains (science, arts,
humanities) which together provide a rich and relevant context for
our children to engage with learning that is meaningful to them and
of value to the world beyond the classroom.

Planned in collaboration with our partners to guarantee real-world rigour and
authenticity, all of our REAL projects include:
 Significant academic content taken from the primary subject domain (e.g.
science) with natural and relevant links made to other curriculum areas
exploited to enrich and deepen learning
 Fully integrated English (reading, writing, speaking and listening) with an
emphasis on developing powerful oracy skills
 Planned opportunities to explore the philosophical themes emerging from the
content

 A commitment to multiple drafting and critique
 Student-crafted final outcomes that reflect authentic ‘thinking and doing’
(e.g. working as scientists)
 Rich first hand experiences to deepen engagement, understanding and
enjoyment
 Innovative planning and authentic assessment developed with expert partners
 A termly public exhibition, showcase or performance where every child is
represented
 Authentic audiences

To illustrate what a week at Wensum looks like below you can see
the Year 3 timetable for 2019 – 2020. We call it our 4 day / 1 day
curriculum. The 1 day is the homesteading day that also includes the
teacher’s afternoon planning session during which time the children
have PE and Forest Schools. The remaining 4 days are dedicated to
maths and REAL.

What a
Wensum week
looks like

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8.45 - 9

Morning
registration

Morning
registration

Morning
registration

Morning
registration

Morning
registration

9 - 10.30

Democratic circle
Music

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

10.30 - 10.45

Morning break

Morning break

Morning break

Morning break

Morning break

10.45 - 12.15

Homesteading

REAL

REAL

REAL

REAL

12.15 - 1.15

Lunchtime

Lunchtime

Lunchtime

Lunchtime

Lunchtime

1.15 - 2.30

Forest Schools / PE

REAL

REAL

REAL

REAL

2.30 - 3

(staff planning
time)

Celebration
assembly
(whole school)

Thrive

Thrive

Thrive

3 - 3.15

Dismiss

Dismiss

Dismiss

Dismiss

Dismiss

The Thrive Approach is a systematic method of identifying gaps in
children’s emotional and social development so that the adults
around them can help them to progress and engage with education
and with life. It is underpinned by a robust framework of
neuroscience, attachment theory and child development research.

Thrive

Every class plans for engaging and enriching Thrive whole class and
small group sessions, and some children receive expert one-to-one
sessions in our specially developed Thrive room. We also run sets of
6 Family Thrive sessions in our specially developed Thrive room 'The
Snug', where we help families to support their children's social,
emotional and mental health needs.

Wensum Junior School implement a ‘Graduated
Approach’ to SEN planning, provision and review.

Special
Educational
Needs – SEN
A graduated
approach

 Quality First Teaching for all children
 Highly differentiated provision
 Then provide evidence-based intervention in addition to, or
different from, the above
 Involve outside agencies as and when required for example
Speech and Language Therapists, Specialist Teachers.
 A learning Plan may be written to set and track specific targets to
meet the needs of individual children.

 Communication between settings, professionals, families
and children is at the heart of our approach

Special
Educational
Needs – SEN
A child centred
approach

 Person centred approached ensure that pupil and
parental voice is clearly heard
 Families and children are at the centre of all planning for
SEN and this supports vital early identification and
recognition of a learning or social and emotional need.
 The named person responsible for the co-ordination of
SEND provision is Mrs Joanne Wells and our assistant is
Mrs Monica Kirkland

Breakfast Club
All children have the option to attend breakfast club if they wish. It is
run every day from 8.00 to 8.30am. All children will have the option to
have a healthy breakfast and take part in a range of activities.

After School Club

Breakfast club
and after
school club

The after school club provides Wensum Junior School and Nelson Infant
school children after-school provision from the end of the school day
until 6pm.
The children arrive at club and are offered a piece of fruit and have the
opportunity to play with a variety of toys, read, do craft activities,
homework, play games or they can play outside in our designated safe
outdoor area. Each member of staff plan a different activity each day to
give the children an adult led activity to choose if they wish.
Sessions cost £7.80 per child which includes food and drinks, Water
and squash will also be available at each session.
You can Renee Jacques for any after school club information, please
email asc@wensum.norfolk.sch.uk

At Wensum there is a range of different extra-curricular activities that
take place after school. In the past these have included:
Football

Tennis
Gymnastics

Extra
Curricular
Activities

SISTEMA Music
Yoga
Capoeira
Cross Country
Mad Science
Coding
All clubs will be shared at the start of the term and further information
will be sent out in September.

COVID - 19

 We have are trying to keep life as normal as possible for children.
We currently work within year group ‘pods’.
 If a child does need to isolate, we plan and prepare work for them
on our online learning platform, SeeSaw.

Questions

We hope that this has answered all of your questions. However,
should you have any more – please email them to
office@wensum.norfolk.sch.uk and we will try to answer them.

